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FAIR Foundation Strives to Educate Consumers on 
Avoidable Property Losses 
Sister organization of The Florida Association 
for Insurance Reform (FAIR), the FAIR 
Foundation is an educational resource for Florida 
property owners. The FAIR Foundation website 
summarizes the organization’s objectives by stating:

Who We Are

The FAIR Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, conceived to create safer, stronger, 
more resilient communities by educating 
consumers on the risks of water, wind and other 
natural disasters, promoting wind and flood 
mitigation and reducing uninsured risk. We work 
tirelessly with our team of corporate and individual 
sponsors to protect property owners from avoidable 
losses before, during and after catastrophic events.

What We Do

The FAIR Foundation educates and empowers 
consumers, promotes wind and flood mitigation 

FAPIA 2018 Spring Conference Registration Now 
Underway
Event Scheduled for June 4-6 at the Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort & Spa
Online registration is available for the FAPIA 2018 
Spring Conference. The association is continuing 
its 25th year celebration of education and advocacy 
and plans to file 11 event CE credits with the DFS. 
One of the conference offerings is the mandatory 5 
Hour Public Adjuster Law and Ethics Course that 
PAs are required to take the every two years. 

The conference is slated to begin at 10 a.m. on 
Monday, June 4, and conclude at 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 6. The fee schedule is as follows:

FAPIA Members  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $415
After Monday, May 21, 2018 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $450

Non-Member Public Adjusters . . . . . . . . . . . . . $465
After Monday, May 21, 2018 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500

PA 5 Hour Law & Ethics Course – this course only 
– 1 day pass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150

After Monday, May 21, 2018 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200

A special group room rate of $149.99 nightly includes 
the resort fee, parking and Wi-Fi. The discounted 
room rate is good three days before and three days 
after the event, based upon availability. The Sanibel 
Harbour Marriott Resort & Spa is located at 17260 
Harbour Point Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33908.

Other conference courses and faculty listings will be 
posted on the FAPIA website. For more information, 
and to register, visit www.fapia.net.  ³
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FAIR 
Foundation, 
FAPIA Spring 
Conference, 
Key Points 
from the 
Recent 
National 

Hurricane Conference and 
NEMA
In our April issue of The Journal of Public 
Adjusting we have a comprehensive article  
on the sister organization of FAIR – the 
FAIR Foundation – in which we take a 
close look at the highly dedicated work they 
are doing to educate property owners on 
preventable losses. 

Next, FAPIA has some registration 
information on their upcoming spring 
conference taking place in June. It’s been 
almost a year since the last conference due to 
the especially active 2017 hurricane season.

And speaking of the 2017 hurricane season, 
we also have some very interesting key points 
from the speech delivered at the National 
Hurricane Conference by keynote speaker 
Michael Rappaport, acting director of The 
National Hurricane Center. 

Along the same lines, we are discovering 
the National Emergency Management 
Association (NEMA) and the critical 
role they play in supporting emergency 
management professionals.

We hope you enjoy the issue!

National Hurricane Center Acting Director 
Michael Rappaport Outlines Record-Breaking 
Stats and Other Anomalies from the 2017 
Hurricane Season 
A recent Florida Today article provides 
a look at the latest National Hurricane 
Conference held in Orlando. The article 
titled, “Broken records, remarkable stats 
made 2017 hurricane season one for the 
history books,” features highlights from 
National Hurricane Center Acting 
Director Michael Rappaport’s keynote 
speech including: 

 î In terms of accumulated 
cyclone energy, it was the most active 
season in 167 years.

 î Seventeen named storms swirled to life, 
including 10 hurricanes in a row.

 î Five Category 5 landfalls occurred 
(Irma in Barbuda, St. Martin, British 
Virgin Islands and Cuba and Maria 
in Dominica).

 î Maria strengthened 75 mph in 18 
hours (a once-per-decade event); 
strengthened 115 mph in 48 hours (a 
once-per-12-years event); and was the 
strongest hurricane to make landfall in 
Puerto Rico in 90 years.

 î Harvey set a U.S. tropical cyclone 
rainfall record of 60.58 inches in Texas.

 î For likely the first time, forecasters 
issued three concurrent hurricane 
warnings (for Katia, Irma and Jose).

 î U.S. damages reached $265 billion, 
surpassing the old record of $211 billion 
in 2005.

“If there’s a singular event that puts this 
season in perspective, the island of Barbuda 
became uninhabited for the first time in 
300 years, after they suffered through Irma 
and in anticipation — or fear from — Jose,” 
Rappaport was quoted as stating.

According to the article, more than 1,500 
emergency management professionals, 
contractors and others attended the 
National Hurricane Conference, which 
drew attendees from the Gulf Coast, 
Eastern seaboard, Puerto Rico and the 
Caribbean. The four-day forum featured 
training sessions on evacuation planning, 
health care, law enforcement, fire-rescue, 
disaster recovery, meteorology and other 
tropical storm topics.

To read the article in its entirety, visit:

https://www.floridatoday.com/story/
news/2018/03/28/broken-records-
remarkable-stats-made-2017-hurricane-
season-one-history-books/466790002/.  ³
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and reduces uninsured risk. We enable and 
promote practical solutions and protections 
by bringing consumers together with the 
best and brightest in industry and academia. 
Our mission is accomplished through 
educational conferences and seminars, 
public and private partnerships, multimedia 
campaigns and public advocacy.

Why We Do It

The FAIR Foundation is based in Florida. 
We understand the risks. With an economy 
fueled by real estate and tourism, Florida’s 
citizens, businesses, communities and 
economy face critical threats to resiliency 
in the wake of natural disasters. We are 
dedicated to protecting property owners 
from avoidable risks and keeping our 
economy resilient. Proactively addressing 
issues critical to property owners and 
preparing in advance for catastrophic events 
provides greater protection and security for 
families, businesses and the economy as a 
whole. And Florida is just the beginning.

Current Projects and Grants 
Florida Division of Emergency 
Management

Residential Construction 
Mitigation Program (RCMP) Grant

The FAIR Foundation is administering 
a Residential Construction Mitigation 
Program (RCMP) grant on behalf of a 55+ 
residential condominium community in 
Clearwater, Florida.

Funded by the Florida Hurricane 
Catastrophe Trust Fund, RCMP grants 
are awarded to improve the wind resistance 
of Florida homes. Awarded in 2016, the 
grant funds a wind mitigation project 
through procuring and installing impact-
resistant hurricane shutters for all building 
window and door openings. The FAIR 
Foundation is breaking new ground by 
administering the first grant applicable to a 
multi-tenant residential property.

When complete, the grant will harden and 
protect all 57 condominium homes against 
catastrophic wind damage without the  
need for additional assessments from 
property owners. In addition to reducing 
overall property and personal risk, these 
property improvements will provide for a 
reduction in insurance rates for both the 
condominium association and individual 
condominium owners.

The Residential Construction Mitigation 
Program (RCMP) receives $7 million 
annually from the Florida Hurricane 
Catastrophe Trust Fund. Each year, 
up to $3.4 million of these funds are to 
be used to improve the wind resistance 
of residences through loans, subsidies, 
grants, demonstration projects, direct 
assistance, and cooperative programs 
with local and federal governments. The 
program is developed in coordination 
with Advisory Council whose members 
consist of representatives from the Florida 
Association of Counties, the Florida 
Department of Insurance, the Federation of 
Manufactured Home Owners, the Florida 
Manufactured Housing Association, the 
Florida Insurance Council, and the Florida 
Home Builders Association.

Get Ready, Florida! National 
Hurricane Survival Initiative  

As part of its core mission of educating and 
empowering consumers to create safer, 
stronger and more resilient communities, 
the FAIR Foundation has aired a 30-minute 
special in every television market in the 
state featuring information on protecting 
families and property before, during and 
after a storm. The initiative features a 
dedicated webpage that can be accessed 
from the FAIR Foundation home page or 
by visiting http://hurricanesafety.org/get-
ready-florida/. 

Educational Outreach Includes 
Alliance with Federated National 
Insurance Company 

In a recent press release, the FAIR 
Foundation announced its educational 
alliance with Federated National Insurance 
Company. The following is an excerpt from 
the release.

Federated National will serve as the 
FAIR Foundation’s Educational 
Underwriter for 2018, a first of its kind 
relationship between the organizations. 
The alliance will provide new resources 
aimed at educating and informing 
property owners on the risks of wind, 
water and other natural disasters, 
how to physically prepare their homes 
and businesses to avoid catastrophic 
damage and how to properly protect 
their properties through wind, flood and 
homeowner’s insurance. 

“This alliance is dedicated to protecting 
property owners from avoidable risks and 
keeping our communities resilient before, 
during and after natural disasters,” said 
FAIR Foundation President Jay Neal. 
“We are excited for all of the opportunities 
this partnership provides and are grateful 
for the leadership and dedication of 
Federated National to our mission and to 
consumers across the country.” 

The press release also stated that through 
the new partnership, Federated National 
and the FAIR Foundation will work to 
identify gaps and develop focused outreach 
campaigns to at-risk populations in Florida 
and beyond. Property owners will have 
greater access to resources to protect their 
homes and businesses as a result.

Visit the Fair Foundation at: http://
fairfound.org/.  ³
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National Emergency Management Association Offers More than Four 
Decades of Expertise in Comprehensive Emergency Management
According to its website, the National 
Emergency Management Association 
(NEMA) is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 501(c)
(3) association dedicated to enhancing 
public safety by improving the nation’s 
ability to prepare for, respond to, and 
recover from all emergencies, disasters, and 
threats to our nation’s security. 

Founded in 1974, NEMA began when 
state directors of emergency services came 
together to exchange information on 
common emergency management issues 
that threatened their constituencies.  The 
professional association of and for 
emergency management directors from 
all 50 states, eight U.S. territories, and the 
District of Columbia, NEMA provides 
national leadership and expertise in 
comprehensive emergency management; 
serves as a vital emergency 
management information and 
assistance resource; and advances 
continuous improvement in 
emergency management through 
strategic partnerships, innovative 

programs, and collaborative policy 
positions. 

NEMA focuses on the following six areas 
in supporting emergency management 
professionals: 

1. Strengthening the relationship with 
Congress and federal agencies.

2. Developing strategic partnerships with 
key organizations and individuals who 
impact emergency management.

3. Tackling emergency management 
issues through proactive committees.

4. Holding two national conferences 
annually that bring together the most 
knowledgeable speakers and emergency 
management professionals from around 
the country.

5. Serving as an information-sharing and 
support network for state directors and 
senior staff.

6. Offering professional development and 
training so that emergency management 
professionals may continue honing their 
skills.

The NEMA website features 
comprehensive information on the 
association including outlines of its 
numerous standing committees. Other 
highlights on the website are a look at 
the association’s initiatives, forums and 
meetings along with an in-depth resource 
center with a document library and online 
store. 

For more information on NEMA, visit the 
association website at www.nemaweb.org.  ³
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